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Happy New Year!  It’s a New Year and a new Republican Congress, with significant majorities in the Texas State House, and in the U.S. House as well.  A number of important races in Texas saw Bill Flores (R) defeat longtime Congressman Chet Edwards (D) in District 17, Francisco Conseco (R) defeated Ciro Rodriguez (D) in  District 23, and Blake Farenthold (R) unseated Solomon Ortiz (D) in District 27/South Texas.  Donna Campbell (R) was unsuccessful in her campaign against an entrenched Lloyd Doggett (D), but ran a very effective race and is committed to 2012.
PROGRAMS:

HLRW’s Christmas luncheon in December featured guest speaker Bora Van Dormolen, who also presided at the installation of officers for 2011:  Liz Ellis-President; Jolene Hawkins-Vice President; Ruth Aue-Treasurer; and Debbie Alexander-Secretary.

The first program of 2011 for HLRW saw a focus on energy and the environment, with guest speaker Mario Loyola, Director of 10th Amendment policies, at the Texas Public Policy Foundation in Austin, Texas.  

HLRW will host a workshop in February, with discussions of the work of the various committees and projects undertaken by the group, and why these activities are important for our members.  This meeting will be held at Lakeshore Library, Buchanan Dam, on February 16th, and all members are strongly encouraged to attend.  Among other topics, there will be an explanation of a number of awards, presented by NFRW and TFRW to their affiliates, and how our members can help in achieving these awards.  Members from other TFRW affiliates are invited to join in this informative program where each attendee can learn, or assist in educating, those newer members.
LINCOLN DAY LUNCHEON:
February 19th is the annual HLRW fundraiser, the Lincoln Day Luncheon, once again held at the Kingsland Community Center.  In addition to the great food, live and silent auctions that have become a standard, our committee is working toward incorporating some extra features for the February 19th festivities. There are always a number of elected officials who attend Lincoln Day, and this is an excellent opportunity to meet them and personally discuss topics of importance to you. It’s not too early to begin inviting your friends and family to share a fun and rewarding day, while helping HLRW build a treasury to support our State and Local candidates, and to achieve an even greater Republican victory in the 2012 elections.  To make reservations and purchase tickets, you may do so by contacting any HLRW member, or one of the Lincoln Day co-chairmen: Susie Sitton at 325 379-2049 (sitton9260@yahoo.com); Debbie Alexander at 325 379-1612 (debbie42471@yahoo.com);  or Gennie Ward at 325 379-1120 (gennieward@hughes.net).
LEGISLATIVE DAY IN AUSTIN:
On March 3, TFRW will again be sponsoring Legislative Day in Austin for members.  This is an opportunity to travel to Austin and meet with other TFRW Affiliates and see first-hand the workings of the Texas Legislature.  The cost is $65, and includes lunch, bus transport from the hotel to the Capitol grounds, and class materials.  Reservations must be made by January 31st, so see TFRW’s website for further information.  HLRW is putting together travel plans for those interested in attending and specifics will be provided in the next few days.  We can arrange to be seated together for the luncheon by submitting our reservations together, so please advise Liz Ellis (325 247-4025) if you plan to attend.
LEGISLATION:
Just before adjourning for the Christmas break, the “Bush tax cuts” were extended for another two years.  Whether this will be sufficient motivation for business to invest in expansions sufficient to generate the jobs that are so badly needed will take some time to determine.  And, this was accomplished only after a negotiated agreement to extend unemployment benefits for another 13 months.  The lame duck Congress also managed to push through a number of bills in their waning days, including overturning the “Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell” policies of the U.S. Military services.   
The growing powers of the EPA, whose stringent regulations threaten existing jobs in the U.S., and force more companies to send manufacturing and production overseas, continues to be a concern and an important area to watch.  

Other legislation we need to continue to watch include Second Amendment (gun ownership) rights; Tenth Amendment (state sovereignty) rights; the President’s amnesty program and “comprehensive immigration reform;” and the recently signed “small business legislation,” which included a special amendment by Texas Democrat Congressman Lloyd Doggett which requires the State of Texas (and no others) to hold education funding at current levels for the next three years.  
The 112th Congress reconvened January 18th, after suspending business following the Tucson, AZ shootings, and immediately moved to overturn the recently passed “health care” bill.  In the coming months, Congress will be holding discussions on whether to once again increase the debt ceiling.  Time will tell whether our representatives truly understand the message sent by the citizens in the mid-term elections, so we should all be vigilant and let our Congressman and Senators hear from us should they fail to enact the will of their constituents.
Texas’ 82nd Congress is now in session as well, having re-elected Joe Straus as Speaker of the House.  Some were concerned that Speaker Straus would once again appoint Democrats to important Committee Chairman.  Joe Straus has stated that he plans to appoint Chairmanships based on the representation ratios in the 

Texas House, and with the November landslide by Republicans, he expects that most Chairs will be held by Republicans.  This Congress will have tough choices to be made in developing a balanced budget as mandated by the State Constitution.  Many conservatives expect Congress to cut spending and avoid use of the “rainy day fund.”  Again, only time will tell how effective this 82nd Congress may be.

CARING FOR AMERICA:

The members of HLRW once again made a donation of Christmas toys for children residing at the Highland Lakes Family Crisis Center in Marble Falls.  The unwrapped toys were delivered to the center, along with an abundance of wrapping paper, tape, bows and gift bags, which enables the parents to choose a toy most appropriate for each child, and then to personally wrap the gift.  This year, HLRW added a significant number of bath gels and body lotions, as well as other personal hygiene items, so each child would have a gift to present to his/her parent.
We are investigating other projects intended to specifically benefit members of the military and/or their families.  We are hoping to donate an industrial grade coffee grinder to Fisher House in San Antonio, where family members are looked after while visiting injured patients at Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC).  Additionally, HLRW will be asking members to consider   committing to a monthly contribution of $19 to the Wounded Warrior Project through voluntary donations at meetings.  HLRW members will be voting whether to fund one or both of these projects at the February meeting.
OTHER TOPICS OF INTEREST:
At the February meeting, HLRW will be asked to vote on moving the monthly meeting time to an earlier start time, and whether to add a quarterly meeting time for members who are unable to attend monthly due to other obligations.  All members are urged to attend the February meeting to be sure each voice is heard on these important issues.

The New Year also brings HLRW some new Committee Chairs.  Katy Scarborough has agreed to take over the Literacy Committee. Gennie Ward has accepted the Membership Committee Chair, in addition to serving as our “Sunshine” representative and co-chair for this year’s Lincoln Day Luncheon.  Sharon Smith will be adding the Caring for America Chairmanship along with her current duties as Campaign Activities Chair.  Due to family obligations, our two member Telephone Committee has each had to tender her resignation, which leaves this position open for two or more members who can assist with reminder phone calls for monthly meetings and the occasional special information sharing to those without email access.  Interested parties are asked to contact Liz Ellis at 325 247-4025 to volunteer for communicating information about our next meeting.
AREA TFRW AFFILIATES:

Star Republican Women (StarRW) historically meet the third Tuesday each month.  Meetings begin at 11:30 and are held at Horseshoe Bay’s Quail Point center.  During the remodeling of the Quail Point facility, there may be changes to the date or location of monthly meetings, so please check information at the Llano County website www.llanogop.org. 
Llano County Republican Club (LCRC) meets quarterly for dinner meetings the 2nd Tuesday of that month at rotating locations throughout the Highland Lakes area.  Contact Charlotte Hewitt (chewitt@sci-group.com) for reservations. 
Burnet County Republican Women (BCRW) meets the second Thursday each month for luncheon programs.  Contact Camille Sweigart (sweigart@nctv.com or 830/798-2437) for information.
Gillespie County Republican Women (GCRW) meets in Fredericksburg the third Wednesday each month at noon.  Contact Joy Fromme at 830/997-3740 for information on future programs. 
Mason County Republican Women (MCRW) meets the third Wednesday  of every other month (Jan-Mar-May; Sep-Nov).  Contact Mary Carlman (marycarlman@verizon.net).
AREA TEA PARTY GROUPS:

Llano Tea Party meets the first Thursday each month at 6:00 p.m.  The next meeting will be February 3rd at Inman’s Kitchen on Hwy. 29 West in Llano.   Dr. Donna Campbell, who ran against Democrat Congressman Lloyd Doggett, will be the featured speaker at this meeting.  On March 3, Judge Melissa Goodwin, recently invested to the 3rd Court of Appeals, will be in Llano to address the group. See www.llanoteaparty.org for more information.
Hwy 
Highland Lakes Tea Party  See www.highlandlakesteaparty.org for information  
Fredricksburg Tea Party See www.fredericksburgteaparty.org for information 
HLRW MEMBER NEWS

We have just learned of the passing of former member Jan Kirkland, who died January 4th at Scott and White Hospital in Temple.  Memorial service will be held January 29th at 2:00 p.m. at the Church at Horseshoe Bay.  Putnam Funeral Home is handling arrangements.
In December, HLRW member Gennie Ward’s mother passed away after complications following hip surgery.  We send our sympathy and prayers to Gennie and her family.
Also in December, Gillespie County Republican Women (GCRW) President, Glenyth Barrows lost a courageous battle with pancreatic cancer.  Following a career as a Special Agent with the Internal Revenue Service, Glenyth had also served as Secretary to the Gillespie County Executive Committee.  She will be missed by all.
Robert Jones, husband of Mary Lee, was hospitalized in December and then spent another several days in rehabilitation at a facility in Austin.

HLRW member and Chairman of our scrapbook, Linda Brule, has had more than one ailment which resulted in hospitalization recently.  We extend our thoughts and prayers for her quick healing.

Treasurer Ruth Aue’s husband Bruce is having a difficult time in trying to overcome a recurring infection, and can use our prayers toward healing.

Mary Janek’s husband, Harry, is recovering from a bad fall recently.  Please keep him in your prayers for strength and healing.
Sandra Overstreet continues to be lacking a diagnosis, but recently received some injections which appear to have helped in alleviating her pain.
